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FROM THE PRESIDENT
BY ROB MCINNES,
PROFESSIONAL WETLAND
SCIENTIST

I start my first address as President of SWSPCP
with a huge debt of gratitude to my predecessor
Gillian Davies and former President Kim Ponzio.
It has been an immense pleasure working with
these dedicated and committed individuals
during the eery period as we slowly emerged
from the Covid-19 pandemic. I have also been
amazed at the enthusiasm and energy shown by
the relatively small number of individuals that
contribute to the various bodies of our
organization, and especially our various
committees. 



We received much positive feedback and interest and hopefully this will help to
develop the program in Europe and beyond.

The need for Professional Wetland Scientists

Attendance at the SWS Europe meeting brought into focus my role as President of
the SWS PCP, but it also gave me the opportunity to reflect on our role as
individuals and as a collective of Professional Wetland Scientists during a critical
time of global change. My work as a wetland scientist regularly takes me from my
home in England across Europe and frequently to countries in Asia and Africa
(pandemics permitting). Everywhere I work, I see the insidious effects of the global
climate crisis and the impact that wetland degradation and loss have on human
well-being. Often it is the poorest and least represented in society that bear the
brunt of environmental decline.

I would urge anyone out there that is looking for a new
challenge to consider stepping up to the plate and
approaching the leadership of SWS PCP to offer their
services. You’ll be engaging with a great team.

A glimpse of normality?

Along with several other Professional Wetland
Scientists, I was fortunate to represent SWS PCP at
the 17th SWS Europe Chapter Meeting in Arles,
France. Due to the global Covid-19 pandemic, this
was my first face-to-face international wetland
meeting for more than two years and offered a
glimpse of normality. Along with Past-Presidents
Gillian Davies, Kim Ponzio and Matt Simpson, and
President-Elect Ellen Hartig, it was great to engage
with fellow wetland professionals from Europe and to
promote the importance of certification through SWS
PCP. 



In recent weeks, the media has been peppered with stories of the global
climate crisis. Articles in news media have brought into focus the reality of the
situation including the fact that the risk of megafloods in California has
doubled; the tragic impact of flash floods in Kentucky; the revelation that in
2021 the USA spent an alarming $145bn on natural disasters – the third
highest amount on record; flooding in Bangladesh that has left 4 million
people stranded; almost unprecedented rainfall and flooding in South Korea;
and drought and floods decimating crops in Latin America, leading to
thousands of people falling victim to food insecurity.

Wetlands impact on all of these issues and Professional Wetland Scientists can
play a critical role in increasing resilience and sustainability to lessen the
impact on humans and wildlife of biodiversity loss and the climate crisis. As
our vision states, we are the professionals who assess, protect and manage
the world’s wetland resources. Through a range of initiatives, such as the work
of the Globalization, Outreach and Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI)
Committees, SWSPCP is working hard to expand our reach and relevance.
Critically, this is including extending certification to wetland professionals from
a social science, arts or education background. And I extend a huge thank you
to all the volunteers that drive these initiatives forward. In my mind, there has
never been a time when the world has needed committed and professional
wetland scientists to help human society navigate its way through the
implications of such climatic extremes. 



SWS PCP and the Ramsar Convention

Wetlands are the only ecosystem on Earth that a represented through a global
intergovernmental convention. The Convention of Wetlands (adopted in the Iranian
city of Ramsar in 1971, hence the ‘Ramsar Convention’) provides a framework for
the conservation and wise use of wetlands and their resources. In November 2022,
the representatives of the governments of each of the Contracting Parties will meet
at the 14th Conference of the Contracting Parties (COP14), to agree on a work
programme and budgetary arrangements for the next triennium and consider
guidance on a range of ongoing and emerging environmental issues.
Representatives from the leadership of SWS PCP will be present at COP14. Building
on previous discussions with representatives of the Convention’s Secretariat as well
as individual government representatives, we shall be setting out a strong case for
the establishment of a formal relationship between SWS PCP and the Convention.
This will generate mutual benefits. There will be national and international
opportunities for PWSs and WPITs and also stronger support for the
implementation of the obligations of the Convention through formal recognition of
the importance of engaging with accredited Wetland Professional Scientists.

I hope that remainder of 2022 brings less extreme weather and fruitful and
satisfying wetland-related work.

Rob McInnes
SWS PCP President

Top picture featuring from the left: Gillian Davies - Immediate Past President, Rob McInnes -
President, Ellen Hartig - President-Elect 
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Growing up in the coastal State of
Connecticut, I was always fascinated by the
tidal marshes and their ecology. This has led
to a career working for State Government as
an Environmental Scientist. Over the years I
have worked with numerous Professional
Wetland Scientists and becoming a PWS was
something that I always wanted to complete.
PWS certification has become more
important to me now as many peers that I
have worked with are retiring or changing
employers. As this turnover continues it is
important to have accreditation so as you
meet new people in your field, they know
your ability. Overall, achieving the level of
PWS is a great achievement and it sets a
positive example and informs others of your
expertise, experience, and knowledge in the
field.
 
Chris Samorajczyk, CWB, PWS
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Achieving PWS certification
embodies my lifelong pursuit of
knowledge. By developing and
leveraging these technical skills, I
am better prepared to take
ownership of my career growth. Of
equal importance, these
professional aspirations have also
established meaningful friendships
with passionate, esteemed wetland
scientists around the globe. My
heartfelt thanks to the many
individuals who inspired and
supported me in my journey toward
PWS certification. A candle loses
none of its light by lighting another
candle – and we have a radiant
wetland community to show for it.
The past few years have not been
easy but achieving this long-term
career goal is certainly a bright spot!

Laura Duffie, AWB, PWS

I wanted to obtain my PWS so that I
could belong to a group of
professionals in the natural resource
field who strive to protect our
wetland and streams. Having the
PWS certification also helps me
identify as a natural resource
professional who adheres to the
standards of the SWS to potential
clients and employers.

Alex Morley, PWS



PWS MISSION & VISION
 

Mission
The SWSPCP mission is to certify wetland professionals who meet the highest
standards for education, experience, and ethics in the practice of wetland science.

Vision
The SWSPCP vision is to be THE globally recognized authority on certification of
wetland professionals, requiring adherence to the highest standards in education,
experience, and ethics in protecting and managing wetland resources and elevating
the profession of wetland science.
  

R. HAROLD JONES LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
PRESENTED TO...

 

The 2021 R. Harold Jones Lifetime Achievemnt Award was presented to Mary Landin
by Charles Newling on 7/27/22 in Huntsville, AL.

 
She was  surprised and delighted when Charlie presented her the SWSPCP R. Harold

Jones Lifetime Achievement Award. She expressed gratitude for those who
remembered her and were so kind as to honor her with the award. 

 
 
 
 



 

SWSPCP proudly welcomes the following people who have become
members in the last 30 days.

 

Sydni Redmond as a Professional Wetland Scientist.
Jean-Charles Weaver as a Professional Wetland Scientist.

Jennifer Lawrence as a Professional Wetland Scientist.
Sheri Lieffring as a Professional Wetland Scientist.
Torren Hoyord as a Upgrade from WPIT to PWS.

Michael Marra as a Professional Wetland Scientist.
Levi Keszey as a Upgrade from WPIT to PWS.

Tina Farrelly as a Professional Wetland Scientist.
Janelle Bernosky as a Upgrade from WPIT to PWS.

Nick Chiaro as a Professional Wetland Scientist.
Robert McNown as a Professional Wetland Scientist.
Kayla Theilig as a Wetland Professional In Training.

Jazmen Yoder as a Wetland Professional In Training.
Taylor Kiker as a Professional Wetland Scientist.
Kaylee Moser as a Upgrade from WPIT to PWS.
Scott Taylor as a Professional Wetland Scientist.
Laura Duffie as a Upgrade from WPIT to PWS.

Nicholas Bartish as a Wetland Professional In Training.
Zachary Triplett as a Wetland Professional In Training.

Carlton Folz as a Wetland Professional In Training.
Christopher Samorajczyk as a Professional Wetland Scientist.

Alexander Morley as a Professional Wetland Scientist.
Robert Wiwi as a Wetland Professional In Training.

James Hearsey as a Wetland Professional In Training.


